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Rediscovery
of Image

Pooyan Tabatabaei

Translated by: Nazanin

“Silence and isolation of individuals doesn’t
mean that they have nothing new to say, but
they may still believe in some things”. Mi-
ght it be that it was the third time or | don’t
know how many times was it that | was re-
ading a short writing of Habib Rezai

and unconsciously | was reminded

[ of many, many friends that are
. still working in their own soli-
tude. They are not after ti-

tles and shocking words,
those that you don’t see
everywhere. | remem-

i bered Hamid Jebeli
who has been taking
photos in peace and
quietness without mul-
timillion dollar galleries

for over four decades. Not

the fun photography and tre-
es, crows, windows or imitating
1960’s galleries. It has been years
that he likes his photos to be seen, critici-
zed upon but from the fear of misstateme-
nts that he wants to take advantage of his ac-
ting fames he hides his pictures in his closet.

From the theatre stage to small photography
studio Hamid Jebeli has travelled a long jour-
ney from realism to surrealism in photogra-
phy. Now in the forth decade echoes of his
complex mind , with the mean of the camera,
has found its way and special flow to be able
to bridge between his current photography
with daring, bright acting to gain acceptan-
ce. Essentially, he has found a way to knot
his inner emotions to his outer actions and
confirm unity and singularity of his perspecti-
ve of outer world and adapt to a surreal soul.
Second tournament of Six Week of Iranian
Art that is launching in less than thirty days
in Toronto, will host Hamid Jebeli’s Pictures.
His first time ever, solo presence as a pho-
tographer will be an excuse that after a peri-
od of silence he bursts interesting stateme-
nts about arts of photography and perspec-
tives, that we will read parts of it here:

When did art take a serious role in yo-
ur life?

- Everything started from Kanoon, lmean
L»Institute for the Intellectual Development of
Children and Young Adults” since opportu-
nities for young children was rare, kanoon
started to manifest arts for kids through aca-
demic classes and turned into a centre where
kids could learn about arts. Since early years
many people like Ghobad Shiva, ParivizKa-
lantari, Esfandyar Monfaredzade and... ser-
ved as teachers. | entered kanoon in year 50,
when | was 12 or 13 and | started with thea-
ter classes. In addition cinema classes and
photography classes compelled us spend al-
most all our afternoons at kanoon. My scho-
ol was far from from kanoon'’s office and
classes usually started half hour after scho-
ols ended. | had to run in order for me not to
miss classes.

- Iraj Tahmasb, Ali talebi, hasandust , Ali-
gholi, Homayun Asaadian , Behruz Afkhami,
Fateme Motamed aria and many other frien-
ds were from” Institute for the Intellectual De-
velopment of Children and Young Adults”.
We had to leave kanoon when our age hit
18 years old and fortunately with respect to
all contracts that were signed we were sent
to other cities to teach and launch academic
classes for kanoon. | was sent to Firuzkuh
as a photography teacher.

What year did you start professional pho-
tography?

- Firsttime | ever left home to take a pictu-
re with my camera was in 1352 and | walked
a couple of blocks to be able to take a pic-
ture. A photograph by me was published for
the first time in “Kair newspaper”, news for
national retired community. Since that date
until today aside from creative photography
| photographed many theaters, movies and
TV series.

How did you find out about six weeks of

Iranian Art?

- Some while ago, | had seen events and
pieces incorporated into the festival from last
tournament and since | was familiar with the
festival and with respect to the invitation sent
to me, | decided to participate in this round.
| personally do not like to have a photo gal-
lery in Iran because everyone knows | am
an actor and people would assume thatl am
taking advantage of my fame in that regards.
In the last thirty years | have only shown my
pictures to my close friends but | want my
photos to be seen, and | want to hear com-
ments , find weaknesses and strength , spe-
cifically comments from people from other
cultures are very attractive to me. Mightitbe
that the opportunity of showing my work out-
side my country would diminish pre -judg-
ment thinking and paves the way for me to
have a photo gallery of my art work.

Looking at your pictures, a period of dis-
covery and excitement exists that | like a
lot, and then you enter a realm of cinema
photography and realism in the next pe-
riod. Theatre photography begins at the
same during this era and then you have
another movement. Might it be that forth
period of your photos, although I think is
the best period of your artwork, is a re-
turn to a realm of discovery and surrea-
lism. What do you think?

- During work with agrandisman, most
artworks came into existence without inter-
ference of camera. Period of realism started
in 1963 with my reference to Mahmud Kalery
in “shahre mushha”. During this time Mah-
mud Kalery and Aziz Saati assisted me so
much and because of cinema work we spent
a decade together. When | found a break in
between filming, even short breaks, | would
take my cameras with company of Kalari and
go for nature walks and hiking. What we le-
arnt in kanoon was how to take a picture in
good condition but kalari showed me presen-
ce of emotion in a picture. Since then | pho-
tograph Iranian movies. in the movie “Del-
shodegan”, Aziz Saati didn’t leave the coun-
try with us and told Mr.Hatami that | accept
if Mr. Jebeli takes photos , regardless, | took
pictures from the out of the country parts.

- | started professional theater photogra-
phy in 1366-1365 with works of “Atila Pesi-
aniand

theatre play group” and | continued professi-
onal photography until last recent years but
unfortunately there were some changes in
theatre photography which I need to fully ex-
plain.

- lwished to do my new set of work with ne-

gativ but it was not possible. To experience
these types of realms with analogue photo-
graphy you will need a lot of time. Specially,
with colored negativ the process is so long
that makes movement in such way impossi-
ble while analogue camera gives you result
of your calculations in time and you can work
much faster on such projects.

Essentially, he has
found a way to knot his
inner emotions to his
outer actions and confirm
unity and singularity of his
perspective of outer world

and adapt to a surreal soul

- Inany case, the connection that you see
between the first and fourth period is that
same fantasy look or a different perspective
of looking at reality of image that has always
beeninherentin me. For me work with agran-
disman, deformation and work with lighting
is a rediscovery of a one-dimension image.
We really don’'tknow if others really see what
we see and if a one dimension image is the
same for everyone. Does everyone experi-
ence color the same? If we only look broa-
der we must ask do insects perceive images
like we us humans do. Which image is mo-
re accurate? | think it is this very rediscovery
that makes art surprising.

You quit photography twice, what hap-
pened?

- First break in photography occurred in
1380. | travelled to Paris with a good friend
of mine Khosro Peighami, we went to pikto
lab and we looked at photo archives there.
Seeing such strong and attractive works of
prominent international photographers and
also visiting photography exhibition during
that period in Paris kept my mind extremely
occupied. | quit photography for two years.
| thought there are people in the world that
finished art of photography and there is no
room for new works and statements can we
add?

- Second time was five years ago, well |
went on a trip with a group of young photo-
graphers to photograph in a city in Iran. All
of them had digital cameras and | photogra-

phed with negativ. | noticed by the time | get
30 frames picture which needed change of
lens and lightning each of them had taken
400 frames of pictures. Then we looked at
works and | realized that eventually, itis pos-
sible to choose better pictures in 400 frames
than in 30 frames. | noted that | cannot con-
nect with the digital world and | was biased
towards analogue photography although so-
me friends still are biased towards it. One day
I put all photography instruments in the closet
and this is how a period of withdrawal happe-
ned.

What happened that you decided to shift
from analogue photography to digital?

- Letus not forget that change is always
hard, especially if you already know a pro-
fession

and you have to learn it all over again. In the
analogue era the process of photography
itself was important. Someone who could
take a picture and publish had a prior place.
After the digital period any one can take pic-
ture, even with his mobile. Today taking pic-
tures in notimportant but what picture to take
is important. If we look at history, we see that
anyone who had a camera and knew how to
take a decent picture had some important
place in imperial court and the second per-
son who knew how to take a decent picture
was the king itself. The reality is that we can-
not stop science, today camera is an instru-
ment. In analogue era working with instru-
ments was very important butin digital erain-
strument has lost its worth and existing look
in final production has gained importance.

Let’s get back to Six Weeks Of Iranian Art
festival, in this festival your pictures are
participating in the pioneers of art section
and it is placed along with work of young
Iranians present in other sections. How
do you feel?

- lam very happy that this is happening,
let’'s not forget that photography and in ge-
neral

artchanges in consistent with time. Whenwe
get distant from younger crowd we are
misplaced in our time and period. | go to
sculpture making classes and my mentor can
be as young as my son and | enjoy learning
new techniques from him. Above techniqu-
es human emotion is flexible and changes.
The simplest example is that human feelings
changes towards outside world in different
cycles. Therefore may work of young parti-
cipating artist in the festival interest me and
my work might be attractive to some of them.

This year you are present in festival ju-
rors of sex weeks of Iranian art along with

Canadian jurors. What do you thin}k is
different from judgments you’ve mg 12
sofar?

- The beauty of work is that a group of di-
fferent people with variant thoughts and ar-
tistic multi-cultural base come togetherand
| am interested in learning different tastes.
Presences of jurors that come from different
countries with different perspectives show
that the festival approaches a broader con-
clusion and wants to acquire a deeper look.

What is the importance of such festi-
vals that occur outside of Iran and spe-
cifically

work on contemporary art and modern
Iran?

- Ithink the opportunity that manifests Ira-
nian contemporary art perspectives and ar-
tists is a good event and we can portray a
more real image of Iran to the world. During
my international trips | have seen that cine-
ma; music and Iranian art work has surpri-
sed people and brought us closer together,
essentially the vague image diminishes.
Our classic work is known to some extend
and exhibiting classic works such as “Ka-
malolmolk “ in the west does not serve a
special purpose, because, they performed
such tasks better some hundred years ago.
- Since contemporary art harmonizes
with today’s atmosphere and perspectives
and has a concept broader than the dis-
course of beauty, it can be very positive.
Demonstrating to the world that we have
post-modern painters or avangarde cinema
could definitely change our place in North
American’s perspective.

- Aside from that, our art graduates are
so many but what happens to them? Whe-
re do they exhibit their art? These types of
exhibition help artists to flourish and talents
to be discovered.

With respect to the question placed earlier
that what happens to graduates from

art universities, in your opinion what is the
role of critique in introducing artist and
artistic progression

- Realityis thatin today’s world art critic’s
role has such high importance that it

can change flow of movement of an artist.
whether it is and individual work like pain-
ting

or product of a group work like cinema this
role becomes prior when artist accepts
that critic has a broader perspective in res-
pect to art. Then artist with inconsistent to
his

inner feelings and opinions transferred to
him through critic can discover a new cur-
rent.

Unfortunately, here aside from a few of
good critics, many other groups step in just
for the sake of being part of an artistic en-
vironment and to be able to meet close up
with the artist, although they do not have
sufficient knowledge of artistic discourse.

- Our second problem is that we are too
involved with our own personal matters. Our
way of contact with each other is limited to
our eastern manner and bounded by our
extremism towards respecting each other.
Acritique is obligated to be a guidance and
analyze, but personal friendship serves as
a wall for critics such that they are cannot
transfer their true opinion despite the fact
that a critique should be able to do so wi-
thout hesitation.
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Editorial

One more time

Itis my great pleasure

to curate ‘Six Weeks

of Iranian Art’ exhib-

its in Toronto for a sec-

o i-'l ond time this fall, from

oA " September21st toNo-
Pooyan Tabatabaei vember2nd,

Six Weeks of Iranian Art sets out to pro-
vide an appropriate channel for com-
munication with the 350,000 strong and
growing Canadian-Iranians in this coun-
try through art. Our aim is to preserve and
promulgate the Iranian cultural and intel-
lectual heritage in the Canadian-Iranian
as well as the established Canadian com-
munity. This will aid and represent Irani-
an artists in this multicultural society and
help their voices be heard by a larger au-
dience.

More importantly this is the first step to-
wards familiarizing the community with
the modernism movement of the Canadi-
an-Iranian artists that may have gone un-
noticed by the mainstream society due to
lack of exposure. This show is a unique
step towards highlighting Canada as a
country whose support of multicultural-
ism and understanding of art is well es-
tablished through the support of its com-
munity as well as its government.

The inaugural festival “Six Weeks of Ira-
nian Art” was held in 2007 at the Head-
bones Galleryin Toronto from July 14,
2007 to August 28. The event featured
a unique rich and diverse blend of visual
art exhibits, from photography to painting
and sculpture, live music and play read-
ing. It showcased aspects of Iranian cul-
ture and heritage through the works of na-
tionally and internationally recognized Ira-
nian and Iranian-origin artists. The 2007
festival was received with great enthusi-
asm by Toronto and the art community. It
was not only an overwhelming achieve-
ment in the eyes of the critics, but it also
received recognition in alarge number of
art related, Canadian and Iranian based
magazines and newspapers. It was well
received by public as well, both during the
event atthe gallery and through the exhi-
bition’s official web site.

The 2012 festival features a wider se-
lection of artists, an art competition and
award ceremony and collaboration with
the Iran-based ‘Image of the Year’. It
promises to attract more local support
from within the Canadian-Iranian com-
munity and the art community in Toronto.
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A window for
imagination

Ali Kamran

Calender of the festival
Visual Exhibition: Workshops:

1. Backdrop to the Future 1. Painting Workshop
21st of September to 2nd of October - For 3 days
3rd of October 12

2. Burst in the fog
21 st of September to

117th of Qotober 3. Theater Workshop
3. Mystic train 15th of October - For 3 days
5 th of October to

9th of October - For 3 days

2. Photography Workshop

Opinion

Cultural Reunion

Six Weeks of Irani-
an Art spans three
generations and dur-
ing the lives of these
Julie Oakes generations, Iran
went through trau-
matic and unsettling times. When re-
viewing Iran (originally called Persia)
from an art historical context, that
which immediately comes to mind
is the traditional miniatures that ex-
plored a multitude of subjects rang-
ing from religious to quotidian. It was
an art identifiable with a culture. This
series of exhibitions rises above po-
litical references and concerns to fo-
cus on the equalization of cultures.

Michele Foucault saw in the Iranian
condition hope for a new and revit-
alised way of living. He spoke of the
Iranians in the following terms; there
was “literally a light that lit up all of
them, that bathed all of them at the
same time.” | see this light as well —
an enthusiasm that ranges from mod-
ernism to the post-modern conversa-
tion currently engaged in the light of
the cultural diversity that makes up
the Canadian demographic. Artis a
language available that allows for in-
candescence and this series of exhi-
bitions celebrates the visual articula-
tion between cultures.

Short film:

1. October 11
Showtime: 5-7 -9 pm

2. October 18
Showtime: 5-7 -9 pm

3. October 25
Showtime: 5-7 -9 pm

17 th of October 12 4. Creative Writing Workshop Location:

21st of October - for 3 days
4. Flying Colors

19th of October to 5. Scriptwriting workshop

31st of October 12 29th of October - for 4 days

Cinema Carlton

Tel: 416- 731 7797
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Six Weeks Of Iranian Art
September 21 - October 02

KeywoRrD The second Six Weeks of Iranian Art festival is returning Toronto with an even bigger
dream of aiding and representing Canadian-lranian artists in this multicultural landscape -
showcasing more headlining stars and empowering emerging artists at Toronto’s historic
Downtown. This fall Toronto’s Queen Gallery will be home to over 150 artists, performers and

exhibitors.
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As a visible growing minority in Canada with more
than 350,000 Iranian-Canadians in the country the
need for cultural preservation and progression has
become a clear ambition in the Iranian community.
Six Weeks of Iranian Art is an invitation from the
ever-growing lranian community in Toronto to all
Canadians to come and be inspired, intrigued, and
amazed by an innovating and thought provoking
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festival. From visual arts to captivating theatre,
music and film, this 6 week festival aims to cast
the spotlight on Iranian artists while embracing
our rich multicultural community. From Septem-
ber 21,2012 to November 2, 2012 internationally
renowned, award winning artists, among emer-
ging young talents will take part in a number of
exhibits and performances. With overwhelming

success in 2007, this non-for-profit festival is sure
to become the next cultural sensation of our city.
Join us for the 2012 “Six Weeks of Iranian Art”
festival at the Queens Gallery located at 382
Queen Street East in Toronto starting September
21st for a celebration of Iranian art that is sure to
become the next cultural sensation of Toronto.



